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as I knew it would be very difficult to keep in touch with the
submarines once they were spread on such an extended front,
and I suggested that the line might be occupied by a few fast.
surface craft, in a position to warn the submarines of the approach
of the enemy, and enable them to dive unseen and unsuspected.
I wanted to station the submarines in pairs at various strategic
points in echelon, so that the maximum number might be brought
into action as the enemy advanced. If he passed through a single
line at high speed, probably one, at the most two, would be able
to attack on the 3o-mile front.                        *

Before my proposal reached the Admiralty, the submarines
were ordered to sea, and during the afternoon the Lurcher,, flying
my broad pennant, Firedrake, Archimede and seven " E " class
submarines sailed. I suggested to Commandant Deville, who
commanded the Archimede, that he might take Lieut.-Com-
mander G. Herbert (late of D^) as a passenger; he gladly
accepted the offer.

Unfortunately the Admiralty had not thought it necessary to
give me any information, except that enemy ships might pass
through the submarine patrol on the i6th. Through some
Staff oversight, I was not told, as the Commander-in-Chief and
Tyrwhitt were, that there was a possibility of German battle
cruisers, cruisers and destroyers being off our coast about day-
break on the 16th; neither was I given the disposition or
composition of the British forces, which would be operating
in the waters I was about to enter. A request for information
on this latter point remained unanswered. I knew that Tyrwhitt
had been ordered to be off Yarmouth at daylight on the i6th,
otherwise I was in complete ignorance of the situation, when
I sailed on the afternoon of the i5th.

In order to reach their stations by daylight, the submarines had
to proceed independently, on diverging courses at full speed.
Dirty rainy weather was experienced on the Broad Fourteens;
Ymuiden Light, the one aid to navigation, was obscured, and they
lost touch with one another during the night. The disposition
pkced them out of sight of one another, and, with the exception
of the Archimede, out of sight of land, and although the sub-
marines no doubt approximately covered the line ordered by the
Admiralty, one could not expect to find them in accurate station
after 140 miles dead reckoning, run under such bad weather